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AGENDA FOR THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE
PLANNING COMMISSION
June 17, 2020
6:30 P.M.
IRWINDALE COUNCIL CHAMBER
(Closed to the Public)
Pursuant to Executive Order N‐29‐20
The Governor has declared a State of Emergency to exist in California as a result of the
threat of COVID‐19 (aka the "Coronavirus"). The Governor also issued Executive Order N‐25‐20,
which directs Californians to follow public health directives including canceling large gatherings.
The Executive Order also allows local legislative bodies to hold meetings via conference calls
while still meeting state transparency requirements.
The public's health and well‐being are the top priority for the City, and you are urged to
take all appropriate health safety precautions. To facilitate this process, the meeting and
opportunities to participate will also be available through the following options:
Join Webinar at
Registration URL
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/4390747259632792846
Webinar ID
182‐675‐795
You will be connected to audio using your computer’s microphone and speakers (VoIP).
A Headset is recommended.
Submit public comments by email to baguila@irwindaleca.gov before or during the
meeting, prior to the close of public comment on an item. Comments will be read by the
Administrative Secretary during public comment. Lengthy public comment may be summarized
in the interest of time.
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Spontaneous Communications: The public is encouraged to address the Planning Commission on any matter listed on the agenda
or on any other matter within its jurisdiction. The Planning Commission will hear public comments on items listed on the agenda
during discussion of the matter and prior to a vote. The Planning Commission will hear public comments on matters not listed on
the agenda during the Spontaneous Communications period.
Pursuant to provisions of the Brown Act, no action may be taken on a matter unless it is listed on the agenda, or unless certain
emergency or special circumstances exist. The Planning Commission may request staff to investigate and/or schedule certain
matters for consideration at a future Commission or City Council meeting.
Americans with Disabilities Act: In compliance with the ADA, if you need special assistance to participate in a Commission meeting
or other services offered by this City, please contact City Hall at (626) 430‐2200. Assisted listening devices are available at this
meeting. Ask the Chief Deputy City Clerk if you desire to use this device. Upon request, the agenda and documents in the agenda
packet can be made available in appropriate alternative formats to persons with disabilities. Notification of at least 48 hours prior
to the meeting or time when services are needed will assist the City staff in assuring that reasonable arrangements can be made to
provide accessibility to the meeting or service.
Note: Staff reports are available for inspection at the Planning Division Counter, 16102 Arrow Highway or at City Hall, 5050 N.
Irwindale Avenue, during regular business hours (8:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m., Monday through Thursday), and by contacting the
Planning Division at 626‐430‐2208.
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Code of Ethics
As City of Irwindale Planning Commissioners, our fundamental duty is to serve the public good. We are committed to
the principle of an efficient and professional local government. We will be exemplary in obeying the letter and spirit of
Local, State and Federal laws and City policies affecting the operation of the government and in our private life. We
will be independent and impartial in our judgment and actions.
We will work for the common good of the City of Irwindale community and not for any private or personal interest.
We will endeavor to treat all people with respect and civility. We will commit to observe the highest standards of
morality and integrity, and to faithfully discharge the duties of our office regardless of personal consideration. We
shall refrain from abusive conduct, personal charges or verbal attacks upon the character or motives of others.
We will inform ourselves on public issues, listen attentively to public discussions before the body, and focus on the
business at hand. We will base our decisions on the merit and substance of that business. We will be fair and
equitable in all actions, claims or transactions. We shall not use our official position to influence government decisions
in which we have a financial interest or where we have a personal relationship that could present a conflict of interest,
or create a perception of a conflict of interest.
We shall not take advantage of services or opportunities for personal gain by virtue of our public office that are not
available to the public in general. We shall refrain from accepting gifts, favors or promises of future benefit that might
compromise our independence of judgment or action or give the appearance of being compromised.
We will behave in a manner that does not bring discredit or embarrassment to the City of Irwindale. We will be honest
in thought and deed in both our personal and official lives.
Ultimate responsibility for complying with this Code of Ethics rests with the individual elected official. In addition to
any other penalty as provided by law, violation of this Code of Ethics may be used as a basis for disciplinary action or
censure of a Commissioner.
These things we hereby pledge to do in the interest and purposes for which our government has been established.
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A.

CALL TO ORDER

B.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

C.

INVOCATION

D.

ROLL CALL:

E.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Commissioners:

Enoch Y. Burrola, Loretta Corpis, Robert E. Hartman; Vice‐Chair
Richard Chico; Chair Arthur R. Tapia

SPONTANEOUS COMMUNICATIONS
This is the time set aside for members of the audience to speak on items not on this agenda. State law prohibits any
Commission discussion or action on such communications unless 1) the Commission by majority vote finds that a
catastrophe or emergency exists; or 2) the Commission by at least four votes finds that the matter (and need for
action thereon) arose within the last five days. Since the Commission cannot (except as stated) participate it is
requested that all such communications be made in writing so as to be included on the next agenda for full discussion
and action. If a member of the audience feels he or she must proceed tonight, then each speaker will be limited to 3
minutes, unless such time limits are extended.
1.

CONSENT CALENDAR
The Consent Calendar contains matters of routine business and is to be approved with one motion unless a
member of the Commission requests separate action on a specific item. At this time, members of the
audience may ask to be heard regarding an item on the Consent Calendar.
A. Minutes
1. May 20, 2020

2.

NEW BUSINESS

3.

PUBLIC HEARINGS
A. ZONE VARIANCE NO. 01‐2020 (ISMAEL MAYANS FOR IMC ENTERPRISES, LLC)
Request for a Zone Variance to exceed maximum allowable height of walls, fences or hedges within the
required front yard setback, on property located at 5130 Irwindale Avenue, Irwindale CA 91706 (APN:
8417‐029‐055) in the C‐3 Heavy Commercial Residential Zone. ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW: The proposed
project is exempt from the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), pursuant to Section 15301
(Class 1; Existing Facilities), which exempts the operation, repair, maintenance,, permitting, leasing,
licensing, or minor alteration of the existing public or private structures, facilities, mechanical
equipment, or topographical features, involving negligible or no expansion of use beyond that existing at
the time of the lead agency’s determination of the CEQA Guidelines.
Recommendation: Adopt Resolution No. 783(20)
A RESOLUTION OF THE PLANNING COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF IRWINDALE APPROVING ZONE
VARIANCE NO. 01‐2020 TO EXCEED THE MAXIMUM HEIGHT LIMITATION OF FRONT YARD WALLS,
FENCES OR HEDGES FOR PROPERTY LOCATED AT 5134 IRWINDALE AVENUE, IRWINDALE, CA 91706
(8417‐029‐055) IN THE C‐3 (HEAVY COMMERCIAL‐RESIDENTIAL) ZONE, SUBJECT TO CONDITIONS AS SET
FORTH HEREIN AND MAKING FINDINGS IN SUPPORT THEREOF, AND FINDING THAT THE PROJECT IS

June 17, 2020
Page 5
EXEMPT FROM THE PROVISIONS OF THE CALIFORNIA ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ACT PURSUANT TO
SECTION 15301 (CLASS 01; EXISTING FACILITIES).
4.

DISCUSSION ITEMS/PRESENTATIONS

5.

COMMISSIONER COMMENTS

6.

LEGAL COUNSEL COMMENTS

7.

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT MANAGER/CITY PLANNER’S REPORT

8.

AGENDA ITEM REQUESTS BY COMMISSIONERS

9.

ADJOURN
AFFIDAVIT OF POSTING

I, Berlyn Aguila, Administrative Secretary, certify that I caused the agenda for the regular meeting of the Irwindale Planning
Commission to be held on June 17, 2020 to be posted at the City Hall, Library, and Post Office on June 11, 2020.

Berlyn Aguila
Berlyn Aguila
Administrative Secretary

IRWINDALE COUNCIL CHAMBER
REMOTELY ACCESSED
5050 N. IRWINDALE AVENUE
IRWINDALE, CALIFORNIA 91706

Item 1-A.1

May 20, 2020
Wednesday
6:31 P.M.

The Irwindale PLANNING COMMISSION met in regular session at the above time and place.
CHAIR TAPIA

Chair Tapia addressed that there will be no need to stand for the
Pledge of Allegiance.

ROLL CALL:

Present: Commissioners Enoch Burrola; Robert E. Hartman; Loretta
Corpis; Vice Chair Richard Chico; Chair Arthur R. Tapia
Also present: Marilyn Simpson, Community Development
Manager/City Planner; Adrian Guerra, Assistant City Attorney; Daniel
Co, Assistant Engineer; Berlyn Aguila, Administrative Secretary

ADMINISTRATIVE
SECRETARY AGUILA

Administrative Secretary Aguila read Executive Order N-29-20
and directions for any public comments.

SPONTANEOUS
COMMUNICATIONS

There were no speakers.

CONSENT CALENDAR

A motion was made by Vice-Chair Chico, seconded by Commissioner
Hartman. The motion was unanimously approved.

ITEM NO. 1A

MINUTES
The following minutes were approved:
1) Regular meeting held April 15, 2020

NEW BUSINESS

There were no items.

PUBLIC HEARINGS

There were no items.

DISCUSSION ITEMS/
PRESENTATIONS
ITEM NO. 4A

Vehicle Miles Traveled (VMT) Guidelines Presentation by Fehr &
Peers

COMMUNITY
DEVELOPMENT
MANAGER/CITY
PLANNER MARILYN
SIMPSON

Community Development Manager/City Planner Simpson stated
that Assistant Engineer Co will introduce the item.

ASSISTANT
ENGINEER DANIEL
CO

Assistant Engineer Co introduced the item and stated that it would be
presented by Steve Brown from Fehr & Peers.

PLANNING COMMISSION MINUTES
REGULAR MEETING
STEVE BROWN

Steve Brown’s presentation included an overview of the following
items:





CHAIR TAPIA
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Description of CEQA
Purpose for the new regulations
Criteria used to determine each project
Strategies to mitigate projects with high traffic impact

Chair Tapia asked if there are other agencies besides California
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) that conduct traffic analysis.
Community Development Manager/City Planner Simpson clarified that
Vehicle Miles Travelled (VMT) is part of CEQA’s transportation
analysis.
Responding to a question by Chair Tapia, Assistant Engineer Co
explained that VMT covers all modes of vehicle traffic. He also added
that Fehr & Peers were contracted by the City to update any policies or
guidelines to comply with the State and CEQA regulations.
Chair Tapia asked for further clarification about CEQA and VMT.
Assistant City Attorney Guerra explained what CEQA and VMT entails
and indicated that all cities that have an upcoming developmental
project must comply with CEQA guidelines.

VICE-CHAIR
CHICO

Responding to a few inquiries by Vice-Chair Chico, Assistant City
Attorney Guerra stated that the Planning Commission and the City
Council are the lead agencies for the City. The lead agency will
contract a consulting company to do the traffic analysis and present
the findings to the Planning Commission and if necessary, City Council
for approval.

COMMISSIONER
BURROLA

Commissioner Burrola asked for further clarification as to why changes
were made. Assistant Engineer Co stated that Senate Bill 743 was
passed that resulted in changes to CEQA analysis for transportation..
Commissioner Burrola asked if the transportation code has been
changed and what updates have been made to CEQA. Assistant
Engineer Co clarified that the transportation code has not been
changed, traffic impact continues to be part of CEQA and is only
changing how traffic impacts are measured. All cities and lead
agencies will change the method used to analyze traffic impacts.

CHAIR TAPIA

Responding to several concerns by Chair Tapia, Assistant Engineer
Co reported that VMT guidelines are designated to analyze whether
the project has a significant traffic impact and reduce the amount of
vehicles that travel on the road. He added that trains and buses do not
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have a significant traffic impact because they reduce the use of
vehicles on the road and will lower the amount of traffic.
VICE-CHAIR
CHICO

Vice-Chair Chico asked who determines the number of vehicle trips
made and if a specific VMT equation is used. Steve Brown indicated
that City staff or the consultants will determine the number of vehicle
trips to and from each location. He also mentioned the average travel
trips from single family homes and apartment units.

COMMISSIONER
BURROLA

Commissioner Burrola asked for further clarification of what type of
vehicles are used to determine the analysis. Steve Brown reported that
every land use project is subject to a CEQA review and an auto vehicle
is used to determine the traffic impact by using the vehicle traveled
metric system.
Responding to an inquiry by Commissioner Burrola, Steve Brown
replied that the State provides the structure to measure, but each City
will have control of the development at each location and do a
thorough review.

VICE-CHAIR
CHICO

Vice-Chair Chico asked if there is current information that
demonstrates the existing traffic conditions. Steve Brown stated that
there are status quo maps available to identify what areas are under
VMT.

CHAIR TAPIA

Chair Tapia expressed concern in regards to allowing more trucks on
the road that can potentially cause more traffic in the City. Steve Brown
explained that VMT is only a measurement and disclosure process to
evaluate traffic. Each City can partake in other impact studies to
evaluate trucks, but the City will have the ultimate decision.

VICE-CHAIR
CHICO

Vice-Chair Chico asked if some areas will not require a traffic analysis
to which Steve Brown indicated that according to CEQA they will not.
Responding to a question by Vice-Chair Chico, Steve Brown explained
that analyzers utilize a regional travel model to identify the existing
numbers for each location in the City. Some locations indicate less
potential traffic than others.

ASSISTANT
ENGINEER
DANIEL CO

Assistant Engineer Co clarified that the presentation is for information
only and no adoption will be required. Steve Brown asked if the
Planning Commission will be making a recommendation to City
Council to which Assistant Engineer Co explained that the Planning
Commission is not the recommending body for this item. Once the
policy guidelines have been updated, it will be taken to City Council for
adoption.

PLANNING COMMISSION MINUTES
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Commissioner Burrola asked if VMT will be replacing the traffic
analysis or the greenhouse emission. Steve Brown stated that VMT will
be replacing the current state mandated Level of Service analysis.
Level of Service can still be used outside of CEQA if the City wishes to
do so. Assistant Engineer Co added that the City will continue to use
Level of Service analysis.
Responding to several questions by Commissioner Burrola, Assistant
City Attorney Guerra indicated that the City Council will be adopting the
policy. The Planning Commission will not be making a
recommendation. Assistant Engineer Co reiterated that Planning
Commission is being made aware of the new regulations that were
established by the Office of Planning and Research (OPR) and is set
forth to begin on July 1, 2020. Steve Brown added that the City must
follow the new regulations, but with some flexibility.

ASSISTANT CITY
ATTORNEY GUERRA

Assistant City Attorney Guerra advised that no motion is necessary.

COMMISSIONER
COMMENTS
COMMISSIONER
BURROLA

Commissioner Burrola reported that the “Welcome to Irwindale” sign
located on Live Oak Avenue is leaning towards one side. Assistant
Engineer Co indicated that Public Works is aware and in the process of
getting the sign replaced.
Commissioned Burrola asked how long it would take for it to be fixed.
Assistant Engineer Co stated that the he will contact Public Works and
follow up. Community Development Manager/City Planner Simpson
added that the contractor is currently working on fixing the sign.

COMMISSIONER
HARTMAN

Commissioner Hartman commented that the bank located on Irwindale
Avenue and Arrow Highway is not being cleaned up and looks
deteriorated. Community Development Manager/City Planner Simpson
stated that she will have Code Enforcement follow up.

CHAIR TAPIA

Chair Tapia apologized for the technical issues, thanked staff and legal
counsel for their hard work.

LEGAL COUNCIL

There were no items to report by legal counsel.

COMMUNITY
DEVELOPMENT
MANAGER/CITY
PLANNER’S REPORT

Community Development Manager/City Planner stated that the sign
mentioned by Commissioner Burrola will be fixed within a week. She
also reported that the City is continuing to follow the LA County Public
Health requirements and is unsure when the City will be open to the
public.
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CHAIR TAPIA

Chair Tapia suggested having an event after the pandemic to thank the
residents for their cooperation.

AGENDA ITEM
REQUESTS BY

There were no items.

CHAIR TAPIA

Chair Tapia adjourned the meeting in memory of all the families who
have lost loved ones due to COVID.

ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business to conduct, the meeting was
adjourned at 7:41 p.m.
_________________________________
Chair Arthur R. Tapia

Attest:
_________________________________
Berlyn Aguila, Administrative Secretary
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CITY OF IRWINDALE
PLANNING COMMISSION STAFF REPORT
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT
PLANNING DIVISION

Date:

June 17, 2020

Agenda Item No. 3-A

To:

Honorable Chair and Members of the Planning Commission

From:

Marilyn Simpson, AICP, Community Development Manager/City
Planner

Project Planner:

Lisa Chou, Planning Technician

Project:

Zone Variance No. 01-2020
Variance to allow the height of a wrought iron fence to exceed the
maximum height limitations within the required front yard setback

Applicant:

Ismael Mayans, IMD Enterprises, LLC

Property Owner:

Aundrea Alvarado

Project Location:

5130 Irwindale Avenue (APN: 8417-029-055)

5130 Irwindale Avenue

IRWINDALE AVE

ARROW HWY

N
Map Date 2019 Los Angeles County
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Staff Recommendation: That the Planning Commission adopts Resolution No. 783(20)
approving Zone Variance No. 01-2020, finding the projects exempt from the California
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) and, subject to the attendant Conditions of Approval.
REQUEST
The applicant is requesting a Zone Variance to exceed the maximum allowable height of
walls, fences or hedges within the required front yard setback.
BACKGROUND/HISTORY
The subject property was developed by the City of Irwindale Housing Authority and IMD
Enterprises, LLC as a single-family housing unit under the comprehensive development
known as “Mayan Housing Project Phases III and IV.” On December 18, 2019, the Planning
Commission unanimously approved Zone Variance No. 02-2019 and 03-2019, allowing a
wrought-iron motorized fence fronting Irwindale Avenue to exceed the maximum height of 3’0” due to safety concerns. Shortly after, a 4’-0” motorized gate was installed on the properties
5134 and 5138 Irwindale Avenue. On February 26, 2020, City Council further expressed
safety concerns for the single family homes on Irwindale Avenue and requested consideration
of fencing to be added to the subject property.
GENERAL PLAN AND ZONING
The site is designated in the General Plan as Residential. The site is currently zoned C-3
(Heavy Commercial Residential). Subsection 17.44.010(B) defers all development
restrictions to Chapter 17.16, R-1 (Single-Family Residential). The following zones and uses
surround the site:
Direction
North
South
East
West

Existing Land Use
Parking Lot/Commercial
Single-Family Homes
Parking Lot/Commercial
Single-Family Homes

Zoning District
C-3, Heavy Commercial Residential
C-3, Heavy Commercial Residential
C-2, Heavy Commercial
R-2, Light-Multiple Residential

ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW
The proposed project is exempt from the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA),
pursuant to Section 15301 (Class 1; Existing Facilities) of the CEQA Guidelines. If action is
taken to approve the project, a Notice of Exemption (NOE) will be filed with the County Clerk.
The NOE is on file at the Community Development Department and available for review by
the public.
PROJECT DESCRIPTION
The subject property is located at 5130 Irwindale Avenue and is ±7,417 square feet in size,
occupied by a ±1,596 square foot single family home.
The location of the subject property is on Irwindale Avenue, one of the collector thoroughfare
of the City. The property is in close proximity to the intersection of Irwindale Avenue and
Arrow Highway, one of the major intersections in the City, which presents life and safety
concerns for the single family residence. The proposed wrought iron fence will exceed the
maximum height limitations in the front yard of the property to provide a buffer between the
Planning Commission Meeting
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single family home and traffic on Irwindale Avenue. A proposed higher fence would serve as
a safety buffer for future residents of the subject property, and will provide an additional
security barrier against any potential traffic accidents that may occur on Irwindale Avenue. A
higher fence, will also provide additional privacy from pedestrians and vehicle traffic.
A Zone Variance is necessary to allow the maximum height of 3’-0” limitation to be exceeded
for walls, fences or hedges within the required front yard setback.
Zone Variance
When practical difficulties, unnecessary hardships, or results inconsistent with the general
intent and purpose of this title, occur by reason of the strict and literal interpretation of any
of its provisions, a Zone Variance may be granted in the manner set forth per IMC Section
17.80.010. In this case, a Zone Variance is being requested for deviation to exceed the
maximum height limitations within the required front yard setback.
ANALYSIS
Before any Zone Variance is granted, the applicant must show, to the satisfaction of the
Planning Commission or the City Council (if appealed), the existence of the following findings
of fact. Staff has determined that the findings can be made based on the analysis shown:
A.

That there are exceptional or extraordinary circumstances or conditions applicable
to the property involved or to the intended use of such property, such as size, shape,
topography location or surroundings, which are not applicable to other properties
similarly situated.
The location of the subject property on Irwindale Avenue, near the intersection of
Irwindale Avenue and Arrow Highway, and adjacent to commercial uses present
exceptional or extraordinary circumstances in dealing with life and safety concerns
for the residents of the property. The proposed wrought iron fence, exceeding a
maximum of a 3’-0” high wall, fence or hedge will enhance the safety and privacy
against traffic and pedestrians. Additionally, the lot width of the property falls under
the 60’-0” minimum lot width per the R-1 (Single Family Residential) development
standards.

B.

That such variance is necessary for the preservation and enjoyment of a substantial
property right possessed by other property similarly situated, but which is denied to
the property in question.
This Zone Variance will enhance the safety and security to the residential use of the
subject property on Irwindale Avenue, which is a heavily traveled collector street.
Other residential properties similarly situated within the City possess front yard walls,
fences or hedges that exceed the maximum height limitations.

C.

That the granting of the variance will not be materially detrimental to the public
welfare or injurious to the adjacent property.
The granting of the Zone Variance will not be detrimental to the public welfare or
injurious to the adjacent properties because the additional height of the fencing is
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solely creating a safety buffer for the private residences and traffic on Irwindale
Avenue. The residential use of the subject property is also less intense than the
adjacent commercial uses.
D.

That the granting of the variance will not adversely affect the general intent and
purpose of this title.
The granting of the Zone Variance will not adversely affect the general intent and
purpose of this title. Limitations on wall, fence or hedge height are in place for safety
and visibility purposes. The applicant’s proposed wrought iron fence will increase the
maximum allowable height with openings that provide visibility through the fence. As
such, the proposed fence would not be a hazard for the ingress or egress of vehicles.

CONCLUSION
That the Planning Commission take the following action:
1. Adopt Resolution No. 783(20) approving Zone Variance No. 01-2020, subject to the
proposed Conditions of Approval to permit the proposed improvements as presented
herein.
Alternative Actions:
2. Request that staff prepare resolutions of denial based on recommended Findings of Fact
to be brought back at the next regularly scheduled Planning Commission meeting for
adoption; OR
3. Request that the applicant revise the projects and continue the hearing to a date certain.
ATTACHMENTS
Exhibit A:
Resolution No. 783(20) with Conditions of Approval
Exhibit B:
Site Plan & Fence Elevation Plan
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RESOLUTION NO. 783(20)
A RESOLUTION OF THE PLANNING COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF IRWINDALE
APPROVING ZONE VARIANCE NO. 01-2020 TO EXCEED THE MAXIMUM HEIGHT
LIMITATION OF FRONT YARD WALLS, FENCES OR HEDGES FOR PROPERTY
LOCATED AT 5130 IRWINDALE AVENUE, IRWINDALE, CA 91706 (APN: 8417-029055) IN THE C-3 (HEAVY COMMERCIAL-RESIDENTIAL) ZONE, SUBJECT TO
CONDITIONS AS SET FORTH HEREIN AND MAKING FINDINGS IN SUPPORT
THEREOF, AND FINDING THAT THE PROJECT IS EXEMPT FROM THE
PROVISIONS OF THE CALIFORNIA ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ACT PURSUANT
TO SECTION 15301 (CLASS 01; EXISTING FACILITIES).
A. RECITALS.
(i)

Ismael Mayans (IMD Enterprises, LLC), 22343 La Palma Avenue, Suite 132,
Yorba Linda, CA, 92887, the Applicant, has made a request for a Zone
Variance pursuant to Section 17.80.010 of the Irwindale Municipal Code (IMC)
to exceed the maximum height limitation of front yard walls, fences or hedges.

(ii)

The Subject Property is located at 5130 Irwindale Avenue (APN: 8417-029055). The Subject Property is zoned C-3 (Heavy Commercial-Residential).
Hereinafter in this Resolution, the subject Zone Variance shall be referred to
as the “Application.”

(iii)

On December 18, 2019, the Planning Commission unanimously approved
Zone Variance No. 02-2019 and 03-2019, allowing the wrought iron motorized
fence fronting Irwindale Avenue to exceed the maximum height of 3’-0” due to
safety concerns.

(iv)

On February 26, 2020, the Irwindale Housing Authority considered a request
from the property owner of 5130 Irwindale Avenue to have the Irwindale
Housing Authority pay for the installation of a motorized wrought iron gate at
the site.

(v)

On March 11, 2020, the Irwindale Housing Authority approved HA Resolution
No. HA 2020-02-085 approving the installation of a motorized gate at 5130
Irwindale Avenue, and appropriating funds associated for this project.

(vi)

On June 17, 2020, the Irwindale Planning Commission conducted a duly
noticed public hearing through a conference call/webinar, as required by law
on the Application and in compliance with Executive Order N-25-20 (relating
to COVID-19), closed the public hearing and approved the Zone Variance,
which details the specific Conditions under which the Application was
approved.

(vii)

All legal prerequisites to the adoption of this Resolution have occurred.

Planning Commission Resolution No. 783(20)
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B. RESOLUTION.
NOW, THEREFORE, it is hereby found, determined and resolved by the Planning
Commission of the City of Irwindale as follows:
1.
The Planning Commission hereby specifically finds that all of the facts set
forth in the Recitals, Part A, of this Resolution are true and correct.
2.
Based upon substantial evidence presented to this Planning Commission
during the public hearing conducted with regard to the Application, including written staff
reports, verbal testimony, site plans and Conditions of Approval attached hereto as
Exhibit “A,” this Planning Commission hereby specifically finds as follows:
A.

That there are exceptional or extraordinary circumstances or conditions
applicable to the property involved or to the intended use of such property, such
as size, shape, topography location or surroundings, which are not applicable to
other properties similarly situated.
The location of the subject property on Irwindale Avenue, near the intersection of
Irwindale Avenue and Arrow Highway, and adjacent to commercial uses present
exceptional or extraordinary circumstances in dealing with life and safety concerns
for the residents of the property. The proposed wrought iron fence, exceeding a
maximum of a 3’-0” high wall, fence or hedge will enhance the safety and privacy
against traffic and pedestrians. Additionally, the lot width of the property falls under
the 60’-0” minimum lot width per the R-1 (Single Family Residential) development
standards.

B.

That such variance is necessary for the preservation and enjoyment of a
substantial property right possessed by other property similarly situated, but
which is denied to the property in question.
This Zone Variance will enhance the safety and security to the residential use of
the subject property on Irwindale Avenue, which is a heavily traveled collector
street. Other residential properties similarly situated within the City possess front
yard walls, fences or hedges that exceed the maximum height limitations.

C.

That the granting of the variance will not be materially detrimental to the public
welfare or injurious to the adjacent property.
The granting of the Zone Variance will not be detrimental to the public welfare or
injurious to the adjacent properties because the additional height of the fencing is
solely creating a safety buffer for the private residences and traffic on Irwindale
Avenue. The residential use of the subject property is also less intense than the
adjacent commercial uses.
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D.

That the granting of the variance will not adversely affect the general intent and
purpose of this title.
The granting of the Zone Variance will not adversely affect the general intent and
purpose of this title. Limitations on wall, fence or hedge height are in place for
safety and visibility purposes. The applicant’s proposed wrought iron fence will
increase the maximum allowable height with openings that provide visibility
through the fence. As such, the proposed fence would not be a hazard for the
ingress or egress of vehicles.

3.
The City, as the Lead Agency, determined that the project as proposed is
exempt from the provisions of the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) pursuant
to Section 15301 (Class 1; Existing Facilities), which exempts the operation, repair,
maintenance, permitting, leasing, licensing, or minor alteration of existing public or private
structures, facilities, mechanical equipment, or topographical features, involving
negligible or no expansion of use beyond that existing at the time of the lead agency’s
determination of the CEQA Guidelines.
4.
Based upon the substantial evidence and findings set forth herein above,
this Planning Commission hereby approves the Application subject to the conditions set
forth in Exhibit “A” attached hereto and by this reference incorporated herein, which
conditions are deemed necessary to protect the public health, safety and general welfare
and are reasonable and proper in accordance with the intent and purposes of Title 17 of
the Irwindale Municipal Code.
5.

The Secretary shall:
a.

Certify to the adoption of this Resolution; and

b.

Forthwith transmit a certified copy of this Resolution, by certified mail,
to the Applicant at the address of record set forth in the Application.

ADOPTED AND APPROVED this 17th day of June 2020.
Chair
ATTEST:
Secretary
I, Marilyn Simpson, AICP, Community Development Manager/City Planner of the
City of Irwindale, do hereby certify that the foregoing Resolution was adopted at a regular
meeting of the Planning Commission of the City of Irwindale held on the 17th day of June
2020, by the following vote:
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AYES:

COMMISSIONERS:

NOES:

COMMISSIONERS:

ABSENT:

COMMISSIONERS:

ABSTAIN:

COMMISSIONERS:

Secretary
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EXHIBIT “A”
PLANNING COMMISSION RESOLUTION NO. 783(20)
Zone Variance No. 01-2020
5130 Irwindale Avenue (APN 8417-029-055)
FINAL CONDITIONS OF APPROVAL
A.

GENERAL CONDITIONS

1.

The activities authorized by this Zone Variance are to exceed the maximum height
limitation of front yard walls, fences or hedges, which shall commence within
twelve (12) months from the date of approval. The granting body, upon good cause
shown by the Applicant, may extend the time limitations imposed by this section
for a period not to exceed one (1) year.

2.

The Applicant and Property Owner shall agree and consent, in writing, to each and
every condition of permit approval set forth herein within twenty (20) days from the
adoption of this Resolution by the Planning Commission approving the Zone
Variance.

3.

The signed Final Conditions of Approval shall be photocopied and included as a
sheet in any plans submitted for tenant improvements.

4.

Plans for any proposed site improvements shall be submitted to the City of
Irwindale Building Department and Los Angeles County Fire Department for review
and approval prior to the issuance of Building Permits.

5.

All graffiti shall be adequately and completely removed or painted over within 48
hours of notification by the City of Irwindale.

6.

This Zone Variance may be revoked for any violation of or noncompliance with any
of these conditions or other codes, regulations of standards enforced by or
beneficial to the City of Irwindale in accordance with IMC Section 17.80.140.

7.

The Applicant shall defend, indemnify and hold harmless the City of Irwindale, its
agents, officers, or employees from any claims, damages, action, or proceeding
against the City or its agents, officers, or employees to attack, set aside, void or
annul, and approval of the City, its advisory agencies, appeal boards, or legislative
body concerning Zone Variance No. 01-2020 and/or the environmental review
thereof. The City will promptly notify the permittee of any such claim, action or
proceeding against the City and will cooperate fully in the defense.
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8.

City inspectors shall have access to the site to reasonably inspect the proposed
Zone Variance during normal working hours to assure compliance with these
conditions and other codes.

9.

Any and all fees required to be paid to any public agency shall be paid prior to
obtaining any permit for this project.

10.

Upon receipt of a complaint related to any condition of approval imposed by this
Zone Variance, the City shall notify the Applicant of the alleged violation, and the
Applicant shall commence to cure within ten (10) days after the receipt of the
notice.

11.

The site improvements authorized by this Zone Variance shall conform to the plans
as finally approved by the City as conditioned herein, and any appreciable
modification as determined by the Community Development Manager/City Planner
shall require the prior approval of the Planning Commission.

B.

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT

1.

The project shall substantially conform to submitted plans date-stamped June 03,
2020, except as modified herein. Future modifications that are not in substantial
conformance, as determined by the Community Development Manager/City
Planner, shall require modification of this approval subject to the provisions of IMC
Section 17.80.160 “Modification.”

2.

Compliance with the Zone Variance shall serve as compliance for Conditions of
Approval B8 and B10 of Resolution No. 755(18), which provides: “This block wall
shall not exceed 36” within any portion of the required front yard setback.” in
condition number “B8” and condition number “B10” in Resolution No. 755(18).

3.

Walls, fences, hedges or any combination thereof shall have a maximum height
limit of 4’-0” provided that vision clearance is provided to the satisfaction of the City
Engineer and City Traffic Engineer.

4.

The access driveway shall have a front gate that automatically opens via remote
control. The automatic gate shall comply with all City and Los Angeles County Fire
Department requirements.

5.

Fencing and driveway gates shall be decorative and not impede visibility. The
design of the fencing and gates shall be subject to the review and approval of the
Community Development Department.
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C.

BUILDING AND SAFETY

1.

Building permits shall be obtained from the Building and Safety Division for any
building modifications and all construction shall be in compliance with the current
Irwindale Building Code.
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